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Syllabus for Advanced Placement Biology
Course Overview


This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course usually taken by biology majors during their first year.  It aims to provide students with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidly changing science of biology.  The two main goals of AP Biology are to help students develop a conceptual framework for modern biology and to help students gain an appreciation of science as a process.  This course is also a Dual Enrollment course.  
Major Course Objectives

· Students will develop advanced inquiry and reasoning skills, such as designing a plan for collecting data, analyzing data, applying mathematical routines, and connecting concepts in and across domains.  The science practices enable you to establish lines of evidence and use them to develop and refine testable explanations and predictions of natural phenomena.
Textbook, Instructional Materials, Resources
Biological Science, 4th Ed. By Scott Freeman
iTunes U
Grading

Students grade will be determined by the number of points earned divided by the total number of points for each marking period.  Evaluation of progress will be determined through the use of unit exams, chapter tests, homework, lab reports , lab experiment analysis , and lab quizzes.
Technology

The Advanced Placement Biology Course will utilize a variety of technology resources.  These include the use of iTunes U  to access course materials  (including online lectures, video clips, and virtual laboratories) from any device.  Students will also be registered with a student response iclicker to engage them in their own learning by answering conceptually challenging questions during lectures.  The use of sophisticated lab equipment will allow students to apply the seven science practices defined in the AP Biology Curriculum Framework.
Student Expectations 
· Lab attendance is expected. Because of the logistics of setting up the labs and the fact that you will work in teams, the labs cannot be made up. I expect you to be in lab, on time, each time. You will be dismissed from your lab area when your part of the lab experiment is completed and the equipment and workspace is cleaned up and in order. In reports I am looking for evidence that you have done some research on the topic, including citations to sources, as well as adherence to the proper format and proofreading.
· Lecture attendance is expected. You are responsible for obtaining all information you miss through absence or tardiness from your classmates before the next lecture. My experience has been that students who do not attend class regularly do not do well in the course.
· Readings - The text is Biological Science 4th edit. By Scott Freeman. I consider the text essential as a supplement to lecture and a reference for lab, and doing the reading is necessary for complete understanding of the material and getting a good grade in the course. 

· Exams - Exams are based on material covered in lecture. Questions will be of a variety of forms although I avoid true-false questions. On essays and definitions I expect complete but succinct answers. In essays I am not just looking for key terms; I am looking for an indication that you understand the material and can present it in a coherent manner.

· Makeups - Lecture exams may be made up and may be essay in form. Exams must be made up within one week of your return to classes if you are ill and as soon as possible, but no later than 1 week, if you miss for some other reason.
· iPADS – Students are not permitted to play games or listen to music during class time.  Pictures and videos may not be taken during class unless specifically requested by the teacher for classroom instruction.  Students may use the iPAD for taking notes during lecture and as a resource for conducting research during laboratory investigations.  Students are expected to have their iPAD charged and with them every day.

Acknowledgment: 

Please sign and return this sheet by Friday,  September 1st.
 A copy of this syllabus can be found on my website at mrrlanier.weebly.com and on my iTunes U course.
I have read and understand the course description and student expectations for Mr. Lanier and the Advanced Placement Biology Course.
Student’s Name: 






Date:

___________________________________________________


__________________
Student’s Signature: 






Date:

___________________________________________________


__________________
Parent’s Name: 






Date:

___________________________________________________


__________________
Parent’s Signature: 






Date:

___________________________________________________


__________________
